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Re: Wiltshire & Swindon Draft Waste Site Allocations DPD –Additional Consultation.

Comments submitted on behalf of South Wiltshire Agenda 21, a voluntary organisation working towards a sustainable future for South Wiltshire.

We can only comment on the sites proposed for South Wiltshire, as we are not familiar with other areas of the county.

Draft Site allocations in the Salisbury Area.

This review of Waste Site Allocations is taking place at the same time as the South Wiltshire Core Strategy Examination in Public.  The traffic modelling which has informed the Salisbury Transport Strategy Options Assessment Report will not have taken into account the impact of traffic from the strategic and local sites proposed in this DPD.  The predicted traffic will have to be fed into this before the Salisbury Transport Strategy goes out to public consultation and should also inform the inspector at the SWCS Examination. 

We would question the importance of locating strategic sites close to the areas which they serve because of the impact of traffic, noise and air pollution on the residential areas close to where these sites are located.  The transport requirements of waste sites must be the first consideration with the aim of moving towards the future transport of waste by rail rather than road.  Salisbury is well served by rail with four railway lines converging on the city.  Sites close to these should be sought and sufficiently removed from housing areas so as not to cause a nuisance to local residents.

Local sites on the other hand should be readily accessible in order to reduce the distance travelled to household recycling centres.  However even these should be sufficiently far from residential areas not to have a detrimental impact on the quality of life of local residents.

The locations proposed for Strategic Sites in South Wiltshire do not appear to have given any consideration to the sustainable transport for waste although the Waste Core Strategy states “Sites and facilities for new waste management developments will be identified that encourage utilisation of sustainable transport and minimise social and environmental impacts.”

We consider all three of the proposed strategic sites in the Salisbury area are inappropriate.  

Netherhampton Road Strategic site:

Strategic Sites are described – Key Issue 2 p.19. 5.6 as “Strategic waste management facilities are large and/or more specialist facilities that will operate in a wider strategic manner by virtue of spatial scale, high tonnage of waste managed, specialist nature of the waste managed and/or a wide catchment area served.  They generally could include:Strategic materials recovery facilities(MRFs),Strategic composting facilities, Energy from waste facilities (EfW), Mechanical biological treatment facilities (MBT), Landfill.”

The choice of Netherhampton Road as a Strategic Site would be totally inappropriate for any of these activities.   Once the detailed assessments are carried out we feel confident that this site cannot go forward for the following reasons:

Impact on the River Avon SSSI/SAC.

Proximity to flood zone 3 and underlying aquifer.

Impact of traffic on a residential area and Salisbury’s road network.

Impact on human health because of proximity to nearby housing.

St Thomas’s Farm site:

This site is beside a railway line but any increase in its size is liable to have other detrimental environmental impacts on the nearby River Bourne SAC and visual impact on the residential area of Laverstock.

Solstice Park:

This proposed strategic site also has no adjacent railway line and so no opportunity for the future transport of waste by rail.  

Solstice Park lies adjacent to the A303 trunk road but the site is currently the subject of a planning application for a Regional Distribution Centre, which, if allowed to go ahead, will put additional strain on an already congested road. 

The Imery’s Quarry site, identified as a local site, is situated beside the railway so there is potential there for rail transport in the future.  Would this site be appropriate for a strategic site as well as a local HRC?  It’s size, at 5 hectares, is larger than the Netherhampton Road site, at 4.5 hectares.  It would have minimal visual impact, is adjacent to the A36 and the access road junction could be improved. 

We urge a total reconsideration of the location of Strategic Waste Sites to take into consideration the future transport of waste by rail and to minimise the impact of traffic, noise and air pollution on nearby residents and to protect the river system SAC from the risk of pollution.

Pam Rouquette, Hon. Sec. South Wiltshire Agenda 21.
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