Salisbury, South Wiltshire - Our place in the future!

South Wiltshire Agenda 21 response to SDC consultation.

Part 1.

Option 1: What will the district be like in 20 years time?

Page 6 & 7 show ‘Where we are now?’  We would like to see an index of South Wiltshire’s current Ecological Footprint. Globally our footprint has more than tripled since 1961 and now exceeds the world’s ability to regenerate by about 25 per cent.  In the South West Region, however, it has been calculated that we would require 3 earths to support our current lifestyle. There must be a balance between our consumption and the natural world’s capacity to regenerate and absorb our wastes, if there is not to be irreversible damage. The challenge of reducing our footprint goes to the very heart of our current models for economic development. Sustainable development must mean development without using far more resources than the earth can sustain and that must mean a reduction in our footprint if we are to live in an equitable world. 

Page 5.

 (6) We would like to see the addition of the word ‘protect’ our beautiful natural environment. 

The wording in the brief questionnaire sent to all residents says ‘protecting and enhancing our natural environment’ which is preferable to ‘making the most of’ which could be interpreted as exploitation.

(11) Add ‘climate change’ to list of challenges to be faced.

Climate Change appears frequently throughout the document so needs to be listed as a key challenge. Again addressing climate change comes at the top of the list in the shorter questionnaire.

Page 9. Issues

We do not feel the issues listed on page 9 fully reflect some of the public concerns as raised in previous consultation exercises. However the top issues of public concern such as road maintenance, crime and anti-social behaviour and public transport do appear in the text on page 3 of the Questionnaire.   

Again the wording in (6) should be changed to ‘protect’ the natural environment and (11) should include climate change.

We would also like to see the addition of another issue (12)-Education and good citizenship. 

Option 2:  Your priorities and concerns.

Issue 1. Ensuring a sustainable future for South Wiltshire.

Option 3:  Sustainable future.

This section entitled ‘Sustainable Future’ gives only a very narrow interpretation of the sustainable development approach, which must be rigorous about giving balanced attention to economic, environmental and social factors.

The issue of climate change is presented entirely in terms of energy generation.  Energy saving has a major part to play.  Rather than setting a 10% target for the generation of on-site renewables in new developments why not set CO2 reduction targets following the Climate Neutral Development Good Practice Guide?  This includes reducing dependence on private car-based transport, cutting energy demands for heating and cooling and switching to sustainable and renewable energy sources. This is done in Woking where developers can calculate the CO2 emissions of their development on a specially devised website.  

The section fails to include the impact of transport on climate change.  This is the fastest growing sector of greenhouse gas emissions.  It should be encouraging low carbon travel and reducing the need to travel, which should underpin sustainable development.

Renewable sources of energy make an important contribution to greenhouse gas emissions reduction.  We would like to stress the importance of small-scale schemes, which reduce the losses incurred by transmission of electricity over long distances.  Of the energy sources listed we would rate solar power, both photo-voltaic generation and water heating systems, at the top of the list.  Planning rules may need to be relaxed and incentives given to offset costs e.g reduction in Council Tax rates.  Microhydro should be given serious consideration; this would be dependent on EA and NE approval because of the SAC, SSSI status of Salisbury Disrict’s rivers.  Small-scale wind farms (3-5 turbines) could be installed in suitable locations but single generators on individual houses are not considered efficient.  Biomass has its disadvantages because it involves burning and CO2 emissions.  

The District should set an ambitious target for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. 

Issue 2.  Agreeing the role our settlements should take.

Option 4:  The need for growth.

Careful planning is required to ensure that ‘growth’ does not mean increased resource consumption, increased travel and rising greenhouse gas emissions. There must be consultation and co-operation between business, housing developers and education. A vision of the future business needs of the district is needed, the education links to provide the required workforce and the housing needs of that workforce.  These needs will then direct where future growth should be located. 

Option 5:  The role of Salisbury

Salisbury will always be the cultural, market and ‘niche’ shopping centre for the District but it is not necessary for most new development be located in the city.  Satellite centres with employment opportunities and good facilities would reduce the need to travel to access essential goods and services and enable rural communities to remain viable.  
Option 6:  Identifying local centres

Local centres with adequate facilities would reduce the need to travel to Salisbury and create more sustainable communities.  There should be good bus services including evening and Sunday services so reducing social exclusion and enabling those without a car to live in rural areas.  Within these centres there should be a network of cycle ways including safe routes to schools.  These local centres would also serve smaller surrounding villages and settlements so enhancing their viability and reducing length of journeys. 

The growth in employment in the district is likely to be to the north of Salisbury so it is in this area that an adequate supply of new housing should be located.

Option 7:  Main villages

We agree with growth in main villages so that the viability and accessibility of local services is maintained.  Housing must be provided to meet the needs of local people. There must be a reversal in the decline of rural bus services.

Option 8:  Secondary villages

Option 9:  Clusters of settlements

These should be treated as main villages with adequate, shared facilities and good cycling and pedestrian links between them and Demand Responsive Transport to link in with key bus routes.

Option 10:  Making places more sustainable

No further comment.

Issue 3.  Providing a decent, affordable home for all

Option 11:  Providing enough new housing to meet needs.

This must not be left to market forces.  Provision of supported housing, social housing and affordable housing is a social responsibility and must be provided in areas where there is demand.  In rural communities a mix of housing and facilities are required to cater for the age range and socio-economic groups within the population.  The situation where the young and the old feel the need to move into the city must be reversed to sustain rural populations and communities.

High-density housing is a must if we are to contain urban sprawl and reduce the need to use green field sites, however developments still need to provide privacy and outlook with a sense of space.  However this must not produce claustrophobic ghettos with no outlook and no green space.

Developers need to rise to the social and technical challenges of providing a pleasant living environment in housing which is both energy efficient and affordable. Today that demands the application of revolutionary eco-development concepts and building technologies, not the traditional building of the past. 

The government’s recent Green Paper on Housing offers new government incentives to help leading and innovative developers and builders putting forwards eco-development schemes, and those grants should be secured for development in S Wilts.

Public transport needs should be inherent in any business or community development, and affordable. In this respect it is considered that the long-term vision should be for a network of safe and separated cycle ways to play a major role.  

Option 12:  Affordable housing.

Housing must be eco-friendly and affordable for local people.

Option 13:  Make sure new housing is delivered when needed.

Option 14: Deciding where growth should be located: Salisbury

Most new housing in Salisbury could be located on existing brown field sites such as Brown Street car park, part of Churchfields, part of the Central Car park.  From the options given for additional housing we favour a location where it is possible to create a sustainable, self-contained community with space to provide local amenities and with good transport links. 

Further ribbon development along the main access roads into the city should be avoided, as should infilling green space between the city and surrounding settlements such as Britford, Netherhampton and Ford.  Building on high land, which would spoil the setting of the city, and along the river valleys, which provide green fingers into the heart of the city, should also be avoided.  The advantages of living in a small city with easy access to the surrounding countryside must not be lost by urban sprawl.

With this in mind we would favour further development to be located at Old Sarum.  There is already employment in the area and the football stadium, and a school is to be built as part of the current plans.  With the provision of shops, a doctors’ surgery with pharmacy, sports facilities and play areas, together with a frequent bus service and the completion of cycle links, the opportunity is there to create a new sustainable ‘village’ community designed to ‘Climate Neutral’ standards. The settlement would also need natural green space and a ‘village’ green to give the area a ‘heart’.  The settlement could be screened from Old Sarum ancient monument by a band of woodland.  Agricultural land would be lost but no areas of landscape or biodiversity value; existing trees and hedgerows should be retained.

Comments on the other possible sites:

Fugglestone Red is on the periphery of the city and lacks any facilities.

West Harnham, south of the Netherhampton Road would be ribbon development along a fast and busy main road, this makes it an unsuitable location for residential development.  It is one of the only access roads to Salisbury, which has not so far been spoilt by ribbon development and is part of the green ‘gap’ to the west of the city between Salisbury and Netherhampton/Quidhapton/Wilton.  The school in West Harnham has reached capacity with no room for further expansion.

Extension of Bishopdown to Ford would again compromise the green space separating surrounding villages from suburban sprawl.

Laverstock and Cockey Downs provide part of Salisbury’s landscape setting and further encroachment would spoil this valuable asset.  Additional traffic along the already busy minor road through Laverstock should also be avoided. 

A new settlement in the Bourne Valley is a possibility but further development at Old Sarum could be an alternative.

Additional development at Alderbury should not be contemplated without adequate pedestrian and cycle routes into the city avoiding the busy A36.  The village also requires another shop and other facilities to reduce the need to travel into the city.

Option 15:  New growth: the main towns

Please see comments under Options 6-9.  We have reservations over Tisbury because of its more rural location with poor road links.  The rail station is an asset, which could be made of more use if there were more frequent trains.

Option 16:  New growth: the main villages

See comments under Option 7.

Option 17:  using land efficiently.

Design is all-important here if a development is not to look completely out of place in rural settings.

Option 18:  Make adequate provision for gypsies.

Illegal parking suggests there is a need for more sites.  Sites should be of a high standard with adequate facilities in return for responsible use by the occupants.  This must include control of fly-tipping in the surrounding area.

Issue 4.  A prosperous economy providing jobs, vibrant town centres and thriving countryside.

Option 19:  Where to locate new jobs?

Salisbury has high employment levels but relatively low paid jobs, high earners tend to out-commute to surrounding cities.  As a result the city is becoming something of a dormitory town.  New jobs need to be crated which reduce the need to travel.  Within the city these are likely to be office based or in service industries and tourism and not HGV generating businesses, which have been such a blight on our city.

Jobs should also be provided in Amesbury where there has been substantial housing development with, so far, insufficient employment.  

In rural areas employment development should be in accordance with PPS7, accessibility should be a key consideration in all development decisions giving people the greatest opportunity to access them by public transport, walking and cycling in line with the policies set out in PPG13.  The rapidly expanding employment areas north of the city must be served by good bus services and cycleways.  Serious consideration should be given to re-opening Porton or Idmiston railway station with shuttle bus services provided by large employers.  

Option 20:  How to support employment and prevent job losses?

This is where a business vision is required for the long-term economy.  They should predict the balance between the various business sectors.  e.g. how much industry or tourism can be sustained economically without putting too much pressure on the environment and infrastructure, and then decide what level of industry, retail or financial services to target.  The business sector needs to forge strong links with educational establishments so that a well-motivated, skilled workforce serves the needs of the community with opportunities for all.  We suggest research into the need for ‘green-technology’ to support existing businesses.

Option 21:  Helping the rural economy.

Encouraging diversification and re-use of redundant farm buildings is a good idea in principle. However the development must be appropriate for the location and not generate increased or unsuitable traffic on minor roads.

Option 22:  Resource use and global warming.

The business and commercial sector should be subject to the same high standards of Climate Neutral development as the housing sector.  We would add the importance of reducing the need to travel by locating work close to people’s homes. Also business and commercial developments need to have a robust Travel Plan and to contribute to local cycling infrastructure to link into the cycle network.  Large employers or groups of employers could be encouraged to provide workplace transport for staff.

Issue 5.  Supporting safe, healthy communities, which provide opportunities for all.

Option 23:  Social exclusion.

To reduce social exclusion levels of social responsibility need to be built so that every citizen has a genuine care for family and the community. Good housing in pleasant surroundings go a long way towards creating the community people will respect, but advisory and support services and facilities will need to be provided in the community and not remote requiring long journeys or via national telephone.   Parental care and upbringing, education, home management, health provision, public security and crime are all factors and need to be addressed at local level. 

Lack of public transport is another important factor, especially when there are no weekend or evening bus services.  This applies to many parts of Salisbury as well as rural areas.

Option 24:  Health and welfare

Covered under option 23.  Preferably the provision of elderly care should be small scale and located close to where people lived to avoid severance from their roots and separation from friends and family. 

Option 25:  Access to services.

See under option 23.

Option 26:  Protecting village pubs, post offices and shops

This is important for the viability of communities and reducing the need to travel.

Option 27:  Safeguarding and enhancing cultural activities.

Option 28:  Transport and access to services

Public transport needs should be inherent in any business or community development, and affordable. If good transport links do not exist they could be provided. Regular bus and train services along key routes with feeder Demand Responsive Transport links and bus-cycle interchanges would improve access to large parts of the countryside where a regular bus service is not viable.  Developers should contribute to pedestrian and cycling infrastructure, a network of safe and separated cycle ways could be readily achieved and play a major role in reducing car use.  For developers to contribute to public transport provision might not be suitable as this requires a long-term cost and might not be sustainable.  An exception would be the provision of free minibus services to bring customers to a supermarket e.g. the Waitrose bus.  We support every effort to reduce car travel including car-sharing, car clubs and home-working. 

Option 29:  Crime and safety

Design techniques to reduce crime and the fear of crime are well-known and need to be implemented.

Design of street space can help reduce crime by creating ‘Streets for People’.  The principles of Home Zones should be adopted in residential areas.  In towns reducing road space and speed of traffic encourages walking and cycling and results in increased interaction between people.  It has been shown that getting more people out in the street cuts crime and the fear of crime, strengthens communities and encourages neighbourliness.
Option 30:  Sport, leisure and recreation

Option 31/32:  The natural environment

The natural environment and landscape setting of Salisbury is perhaps its greatest asset both in its own right as well as providing the setting for its historic cathedral and ancient monuments.   It is well known that the natural environment is important to people, this is shown by the high membership of wildlife organisations.  It is also proven that access to natural green space has a major contribution to health and well-being.  It is therefore vital that benefits for wildlife and people must go hand in hand.  It is an urgent requirement that wildlife mapping is undertaken for the whole of the District as part of land-use planning, to identify areas of landscape, species or habitat importance. 

Even within sites allocated for development there may be features worth preserving such as mature trees, native hedgerows and ponds.  These can be incorporated into the development, enhancing its value for residents and wildlife.  This is also important for employment land where working in a pleasant environment enhances productivity.  One aspect, which must not be forgotten, is the importance of green corridors to enable wildlife to move across the country, rather than be confined to isolated pockets, which cannot sustain a viable population.  

Management of green space is also critical, manicured grass and lollypop trees are of no benefit, whereas copses, native shrubs and hedgerows, wildflower meadows and ponds have immense value for both wildlife and people. Climate change will pose huge threats to our biodiversity and new techniques for managing parks and open spaces will need to be developed. 

Issue 7. Historic environments.

Option 33:

Option 34:

Issue 8. Visitors, leisure and shopping.

Option 35:  Tourism and leisure

Large numbers of visitors can significantly increase traffic congestion and air pollution if their mode of transport is the private car, threatening the very qualities that attract tourists in the first place.  Every effort must be made to encourage Tourism without Traffic by promoting Salisbury’s accessibility by rail or bus, providing a transport interchange at the station and improving the experience of car-free visitors.

Option 36:  Shopping

Salisbury should provide a variety of shops to attract people to shop in the city rather than travelling to other towns however if it tries to compete with its larger neighbours it would destroy the whole character of the city.

Issue 9.  The community chest.

Option 37:

Issue 10. Design.

Option 38:

All new buildings should be climate neutral and achieve high environmental and aesthetic standards.  The re-development of Churchfields presents an opportunity for innovative design without the constraints of proximity to the medieval heart of the city.  Here the 40 foot rule could be waved, whereas in the Maltings redevelopment it should probably be retained.

Issue 11.  Challenges-flood risk, waste, pollution and transport.

Option 39:

We strongly support the first 3 statements.  Developer funding from housing would perhaps be better used to contribute to facilities and infrastructure such as safe cycle routes to schools in rural areas rather than public transport which is an on-going indeterminate cost. Cycle routes within new developments must link with a growing cycle network.

Development on floodplains should be avoided at all costs; the District needs its floodplains to provide flood storage to mitigate the risks of climate change.  The sentence on water should include water conservation and recycling through rainwater harvesting and sustainable drainage systems in all new developments, this reduces run-off with the added benefit of wetland habitat provision.  
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